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Memorandum of Conversation 

DATE: October 7 ,  1969 
Place: White House 
Time : 11:30 a.m. 

PARTICIPANTS: U.S. Morocco 
The Pres ident  M r .  Mamoun T a h i r i ,  Min i s t e r  
D r .  Henry Kissinger of Finance 
M r .  David D .  Newsom, AF Ambassador Ahmed Osman 
M r .  Harold Saunders, NSC 

COPIES TO: S t a f f  
I A I D  Amembassy FUBAT 

Af te r  a  b r i e f  p r i v a t e  meeting wi th  the  P res iden t ,  M r .  ~ a h i r i  
made a  formal p resen ta t ion  of h i s  message from King Hassan s t r e s s i n g  - - 

t h a t  the  King's i n t e r e s t  was i n  preserving t h e  s p i r i t u a l  and moral 
bond with the  U.S. He expressed the  ~ i n g ' s  s i n c e r e  and profound 
f r iendship .  The King,said M r .  Tah i r i , r ega rds  Pres ident  Nixon a s  
the  s p i r i t u a l  son of Pres ident  Eisenhower f o r  whom t h e  King had such 
a  high regard.  Pres ident  Eisenhower was outs tanding i n  f a i t h f u l n e s s  
which he showed t o  f r i e n d s  of the  U.S. whom he supported without 
r e se rva t ions .  

M r .  T a h i r i  s a i d  t h a t  the  present  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  North 
Afr ica  was a  source of g r e a t  cbncern t b  the  King of Morocco. He 
c i t e d  recen t  developments i n  Libya and i n  Tunisia .  The Moroccan 
reac t ion  was t o  see  the  progress  of extremism and subversion across  
North Afr ica .  The King wondered t o  what e x t e n t  the  l eader  of t h e  
f r e e  world would follow pass ive ly  these  developments. The King asked 
the  quest ion before M r .  T a h i r i  l e f t  "Where does t h e  U.S. plan t o  
e s t a b l i s h  i t s  l a s t  defense aga ins t  subversion?" 

Morocco, s a i d  M r .  T a h i r i ,  has  s e t  i t s  pa th  and i s  on i t s  way 
t o  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  goal  of br inging a  good l i f e  t o  i t s  people. I t  
i s  a l s o  seeking t o  make i t s  con t r ibu t ion  t o  peace i n  t h e  Middle Eas t  
a s  we l l  a s  i n  theCMediterranean a rea .  The King brought together  t h e  
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l eade r s  of the  Moslem world i n  a cons t ruc t ive  fashion a t  the  
Islamic Conference. Morocco c'an i n  the  f u t u r e  play a s i g n i f i -  
cant  r o l e .  

The King wished by h i s  mission t o  show t h a t  h i s  only 
concern was a cons t ruc t ive  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  the  United S t a t e s  
and the  i n t e r n a l  s t r eng th  of Morocco. M i l i t a r y  s t r eng th  was 
not  a problem. The primary problem was economic. 

A t  a  l e v e l  t o  be decided by the  Pres ident ,  t he  King hoped 
11 t h a t  a new bas i s  f o r  cooperation outs ide  normal paperwork1' 

could be es t ab l i shed .  This would involve new procedures and 
a new pol icy.  

In  r ep ly  the  Pres ident  s a i d  he would welcome concrete  
suggestions from M r .  T a h i r i  a s  t o  what procedures needed 
changing. The U.S. cons iders  Morocco a s t rong anchor i n  the  
Mediterranean and wants t o  keep i t  t h a t  way. 

( In  a subsequent conversat ion wi th  M r .  Newsom, Minis te r  
T a h i r i  was more s p e c i f i c  about what t h e  King had i n  mind. He 
s a i d  the  King wished t o  l a y  t h i s  groundwork f o r  a poss ib le  
v i s i t  i n  the  fu tu re  a t  which time h e , a n d  the  Pres ident  could 
map out  the  l e v e l  of cooperation. M r .  Newsom t o l d  M r .  T a h i r i  
t h a t  the  Department would consider  the  .approach made t o  the  
President  and would send f u r t h e r  comments t o  the  Moroccan 
Government.) 
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